
 

Building Drain, Sanitary:  The main horizontal sanitary 
collection system inside the wall line of the building, 
which conveys sewage and other liquid waste from stacks 
and other drainage pipes (excluding storm water and 
foundation drains) to the building sewer, beginning 2 feet 
(more in some code) outside the building wall.  Note: Most 
codes prohibit the entry of storm water into a building 
sanitary drainage system. 

Building Sewer: That part of the horizontal piping of a 
drainage system which connects to the end of the building 
drain and conveys the contents to a public sewer, private 
sewer, individual sewage disposal system or other legal 
point of disposal. 

Back Water Valve: A special device installed 
in a drainage pipe to prevent backflow of liquid 
waste into a drainage system. 

Cleanout: A plug joined to an opening in a 
pipe, which can be removed for cleaning 
purposes.  (Preferably 3-inch diameter or lager) 


